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Description: Combining mathematics and conservation, students will learn about the 

many factors that affect the number of sea turtle eggs that hatch and the number of 

newly hatched sea turtles that actually make it to the ocean. 

Audience:  Kindergarten – 3rd Grade  

TEKS: 

Kindergarten: K.3A, 3C 

First: 1.3C, 10A, 10B 

Second: 2.9B, 9C,  

Third: 3.10B 

Learning Objectives/Goals:   

 Students will be able to use simple counting math skills to determine the number 

of sea turtles that make it to the ocean successfully. 
 Students will be able to list at least two factors that affect the number of sea 

turtle eggs that hatch and make it to the ocean successfully. 
 Students will be able to list at least one way they can help sea turtles to survive in 

the wild. 
 

Materials: 

100 objects to represent sea turtle eggs and baby sea turtles (i.e. printed images, 

cotton balls, pom-poms, ping pong balls, golf balls, etc.), a bag or container to put 

removed eggs into 

Procedures:   

Begin a class discussion with, “Animals can be put into categories like “bird”, “fish” or 

“reptile.” Ask what category do sea turtles fit into (bird, fish, or reptile). Verify that “yes, 

sea turtles are reptiles.”  

Ask students how reptiles have babies.  

Explain that reptiles lay eggs and ask, “Where do sea turtles lay their eggs?” Ask for 

them to demonstrate how they think sea turtles dig their nests in the sand.  

Share the following facts: 

The female turtles usually return to the same beach they were born on to lay their eggs. 

Each female can make 6-10 nests and lay around 200 eggs per nest.  That is about 2000 

eggs.  

Sea Turtle Nests 
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Ask, “Do you think each egg will grow to be an adult turtle?  Why or why not?”  Take 

answers and discuss.  (Possible answers- Predators, Pollution, Poachers, People) 

 

Set up the scenario that they are going to find out what can happen to sea turtle eggs 

together and bring out the bag or pile of pretend eggs. 

Read through the scenarios and select students to pull out the correct amount of eggs. 

Place them in a separate bag or container once they are removed from the nest. 

Wrap-up Discussion Questions: 

 

When all the scenarios are finished, wrap-up the activity with a short discussion about 

sea turtle conservation. 

 

Ask, “How many baby sea turtles survived?  Is it hard for a baby sea turtle to survive? 

Why? That is why scientists protect sea turtle nests on the beach and then track adult 

sea turtles. This way they can make sure as many make it to the ocean as possible and 

that the ones that do make it stay healthy and have a better chance of surviving to lay 

their own eggs.”   
 

Ask, “What are some ways we can help sea turtles survive?” Discuss ideas like picking 

up trash from beaches and outdoor places, using reusable items to reduce trash, 

recycling, and telling their friends and families about sea turtles. 

 

Scenarios: 

 A mother sea turtle has just laid 100 eggs! Now let’s find out what happens to 

these eggs.   

 

 20 eggs are eaten by raccoons and other animals as soon as they are dropped 

into the nest.  

 

 10 eggs are eaten by ghost crabs that dig into the nest  

 

 10 eggs are washed away by high tides or heavy rains  

 

 20 eggs are stolen by poachers who sell them to people to eat  

 

 40 eggs hatch! (Cheer!) But they still need to make it to the water and that can 

still be tough.  

 

 10 baby sea turtles get confused and instead of following the moonlight to the 

ocean they follow the light from someone’s beach house and crawl in the 

opposite direction and get lost and eaten by predators.  

 

 1 baby sea turtle is eaten by a lizard  

 

 1 baby sea turtle is eaten by a coyote  

 

 4 baby sea turtles are eaten by a seabird  
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 1 baby sea turtle is eaten by a crab  

 

 1 baby sea turtle is eaten by a shark  

 

 4 baby sea turtles are eaten by fish 

 


